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Academic freedom means ...

« freedom to teach, therefore freedom to learn
— including ideas & content that are new, controversial,
& outside of popular or official dogmas
« freedom to do research, create, & construct knowledge
— activities rendered effectively meaningless if
constrained or restricted
» freedom to provide “self-correction*” for our endangered
democracy
— a free press challenges official facts; a free academy
offers alternatives to official ideas & policies

* see Nexus, by Yuval Noah Harari
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Faculty Assembly Definition

Academic freedom is the foundational principle that
protects the rights of faculty to engage in teaching,
research/creative activities, service, and scholarly inquiry
without undue influence. It ensures that faculty can freely
pursue knowledge; express, discuss and debate ideas; and
contribute to the advancement of knowledge related to*
their areas of expertise

* “related to” replaced “within”
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FA: Academic freedom includes ...

1. Classroom Practice: Faculty have the responsibility to determine
pedagogical strategies,instructional materials, evaluation methods,
and classroom discourse that support student learning, provided
these methods align with professional standards.

2. Course Development: Faculty have the responsibility to design,
revise, and implement curricular content and learning outcomes
within their academic expertise, subject to departmental and
Institutional review processes.

3. Research/Creative Activities: Faculty have the responsibility to
pursue, design, conduct, disseminate, and publish
research/creative activities consistent with professional and
academic standards.
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Academic Freedom

 Discussion of FA definition
 Should Senate vote to endorse it?



