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Where things stand

* FA (Faculty Assembly)developed a definition of AF last
fall
— we endorsed it unanimously

« UNC System developed amended definition, with input
from provosts & others

* FA offered comments/suggestions on amended
definition (these were mostly, but not entirely ignored)

* New definition was presented to BoG in January

[t will likely be approved by BoG this month (Feb 25-26)

* Feb 20 FA meeting is last chance for FA to weigh in
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Today

« Review FA definition

« Consider System’s amended definition

« Decide what, if any, guidance to offer FA regarding its
response to the System definition
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Faculty Assembly Definition

Academic freedom is the foundational principle that
protects the rights of faculty to engage in teaching,
research/creative activities, service, and scholarly inquiry
without undue influence. It ensures that faculty can freely
pursue knowledge; express, discuss and debate ideas; and
contribute to the advancement of knowledge related to their
areas of expertise
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FA: Academic freedom includes ...

1. Classroom Practice: Faculty have the responsibility to determine
pedagogical strategies,instructional materials, evaluation methods,
and classroom discourse that support student learning, provided
these methods align with professional standards.

2. Course Development: Faculty have the responsibility to design,
revise, and implement curricular content and learning outcomes
within their academic expertise, subject to departmental and
Institutional review processes.

3. Research/Creative Activities: Faculty have the responsibility to
pursue, design, conduct, disseminate, and publish
research/creative activities consistent with professional and
academic standards.
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System changes/amendments

3) Academic freedom includes the following rights and responsibilities of faculty:

a. Classroom Practice: To determine pedagogical strategies, instructional materials,
evaluation methods, and classroom discourse that support student learning, provided
these methods align with professional standards.

b. Course Development: To design, revise, and implement curricular content and
learning outcomes within their academic expertise, subject to departmental and
institutional review processes.

c. Research: To pursue, design, conduct, disseminate, and publish research/creative
activities consistent with professional standards and in compliance with institutional
policies, regulations, and rules.

d. Scholarly Inquiry: To teach and research ideas relevant to the subject matter or
student skill development; to express scholarly opinions; and to present perspectives
relevant to the subject matter that may be controversial or unpopular
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System changes/amendments (2)

4) Academic freedom is not absolute. Faculty have the responsibility to exercise academic
freedom within the parameters established by academic disciplines, professions, and in
compliance with institutional policies, regulations, and rules. Administrators and faculty
have the shared right and responsibility to implement the University’s mission as defined
in G.S. 116-1, to discover, create, transmit, and apply knowledge to address the needs of
individuals and society. This includes:

a. Ensuring Alignment with Institutional Mission: Ensure that faculty activities support

the university's mission and meet accreditation standards.

b. Upholding Professional and Ethical Standards: Intervene when faculty conduct
violates professional norms, creates a hostile learning environment as defined by

policy and law, or undermines the institution's educational objectives.

c. Protecting Management Responsibilities: Management is responsible for resource
allocation and program viability, including the authority to set broad curricular
frameworks, approve or eliminate programs, and ensure compliance with UNC policy
and legal and regulatory requirements.
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System changes/amendments (3)

(5) The parameters of academic freedom include:

a. Teaching and researching controversial or unpopular ideas related to the discipline or
subject matter.

b. Expressing scholarly opinions and presenting diverse perspectives related to the
discipline or subject matter.

c. Assessing student performance based on academic criteria.

d. Engaging in shared governance related to such fundamental areas as curriculum,
subject matter and methods of instruction, research, faculty status, and those aspects
of student life which relate to the educational process.

(6) The Parameters of Academic Freedom Do Not Include:

a. Teaching content clearly unrelated to the course description or unrelated to the discipline
or subject matter.

b. Using university resources for political or ideological advocacy in violation of
university policy.

c. Refusing to comply with institutional policies or accreditation standards to which
the university is subject.
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System changes/amendments (4)

8) Academic freedom is distinct from, but consistent with, the separate freedoms of
expression and association protected by the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution benefitting all members of the University community when acting in their
personal capacities.
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System changes/amendments (5)

SECTION 601 B. ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY OF STUDENTS.

(1) The University of North Carolina System affirms that the first goal of each constituent
institution is to educate the students admitted to its programs. The freedom of students

to learn is an integral and necessary part of the academic freedom to which the University
of North Carolina System and its constituent institutions are dedicated. Each constituent
institution shall provide, within allotted functions and available resources, opportunity

for its students to derive educational benefits through developing their intellectual
capabilities, encouraging their increased wisdom and understanding, and enhancing their
knowledge and experience applicable to the effective discharge of civic, professional, and
social responsibilities. No constituent institution shall abridge either the freedom of
students engaged in the responsible pursuit of knowledge or their right to fair and
impartial evaluation of their academic performance.
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System changes/amendments (6)

SECTION 601 B. ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY OF STUDENTS.
2) Academic freedom gives students three specific protections:

a. The protection of freedom of expression in the classroom. Students are free to take reasoned
exception to concepts and theories presented in their classes, and to disagree with opinions they
hear from their faculty, even as they continue to be responsible for learning assigned course content
and are responsible for maintaining standards of academic performance established for each course
in which they are enrolled.

b. The protection against improper academic evaluation. Faculty are prohibited from evaluating
students based on their views or beliefs or in an otherwise arbitrary and capricious manner.

c. The protections against improper disclosure. A student’s views, beliefs, and political opinions
shared with a faculty during professional interactions should be kept confidential where it is
reasonably understood by the faculty to be confidential under the circumstances and should not be
shared by the faculty with others, except where required or authorized by law or policy. Judgments of
ability and character may be provided under appropriate circumstances, normally with the knowledge
and consent of the student.

(3) All students shall be responsible for conducting themselves in a manner that helps to enhance an
environment of learning in which the rights, dignity, worth, and freedom of each member of the
academic community are respected and at all times consistent with the University’s policies and
regulations on free speech and free expression.

(4) In applying regulations in the area of student discipline, each constituent institution shall adhere to
the requirements of due process as set forth in Section 502 D(3) of The Code.
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Discussion?



