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We believe that AI 
should support, but 
not replace, human 
involvement in 
decision-making and 
outputs.
NC State AI Advisory Group

“NC State University 
➔ No - instructor flexibility!
UNC System
➔ No - 👏

Is there a policy?

Guiding Principles from 
the NC State AI Advisory 
Group 
*Soon to be updated at ai.ncsu.edu



Student AI Use Scenarios

➔ They Google something 
➔ They run writing through Grammarly
➔ They accept a suggestion in an email
➔ They ask an AI tool to explain a concept in simple terms
➔ They ask AI to act as a debate partner for a persuasive 

speech they are preparing
➔ They ask an AI tool to generate a practice quiz

* using a database of your actual old tests…
* or…what if AI writes bad questions…



Student AI Use Scenarios

• They ask for a summary of a long reading
• They enter class notes and slideshows into an AI tool and 

ask for an outline of a synthesis paper
• They ask an AI tool to debug code 
• They ask for a visualization to show trends in a dataset
• They ask an AI tool to check an answer before submission



Guiding Questions for Instructor-Determined AI 
Assignment Policies
What is my learning objective and how well can AI successfully complete the 
assessment of that learning objective?

● If AI did well, is the objective still important? 
● If so how will you communicate that to students and create a policy that 

might limit their use of AI?
● What do they need to know should be “brain-only” or independent?

Do you want to provide students with opportunities to practice the responsible, 
ethical use of AI that augments their human skills?

What do we want students to learn that AI cannot (or should not) do for them?

What are our related course-level or ideally assignment-level AI use 
policies/expectations?

Communicate often with 

examples and modeling →  

students want the “why.”



Try your assignments 
in AI first!

https://leonfurze.com/2024/08/28/updating-the-ai-assessment-scale/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/ai-cheating/


Most restricted AI use…what does it look like?

Moderated AI use…citing? instructor permission? etc.

AI freely used? encouraged? what does it look like?

Try your assignments in AI first!



Plan a critical AI literacy activity to put your 
policy in action and help with communication

Examples in your field/course of 
when AI fails

● Poor products or 
boring/average products

● Missing key components 
● A terrible AI generated image 

to represent a concept
● Mis-reading data
● Bad quiz questions

Model how you “catch” it

● Show the example
● Students can reflect on the AI 

output
● Show them how your 

expertise makes you a 
different type of evaluator
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Values and Objectives Inform Policy

Human-centered 
objectives and 
instructional values Assignment Policies 

for AI use that help 
students meet 
objectives



What do we mean by human skills?

Creativity
Curiosity
Compassion
Communication
Situational Awareness
Decision-making
Creative Problem 
Solving

Collaboration
Professionalism
Integrity
Leadership
Teamwork
Initiative
Human Voice

How will your 
values impact 

your 
assignment 

and course AI 
policies?



Why Students Lean on AI

Unclear “Rules”

They don’t know what they 

are allowed and not allowed 

to do with AI.

Why should it be “brain-only”

Unaware of the cognitive 

decline that can come from 

over-reliance on AI.

Unclear Value - The Why

If the purpose of the work 

isn't understood, students 

see no harm in outsourcing 

it.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gf5PGtiTHE


Why Students Lean on AI

Group Project - Peer Influence

Students share successful 

experiences and others 

buy-in to using it on a 

group project.

AI Addiction/Rewards

AI rewards and flatters, 

offering instant results that 

"feel" like progress.

No Agency in the Assessment 
Process

 They are not a part of how 

many assessments, rubric 

creation, etc.



Why Students Lean on AI - The Fraud Diamond

Pressure

High-stakes environments 

and stress drive students 

toward efficiency over 

authentic engagement.

Opportunity and Capability

It’s free, private and easy to 

use it in any way they want 

- low barrier to “fraud.”

Rationalization

“Everyone else is doing it.” 

“I’m just going to use it as a 

starting point…” “It’s a tool 

like a calculator…”



Solutions - What did you come up with or have you tried?

Clear 
assignment- 
level policies

Talk about it - 
value, purpose, 
brains

Broken record - 
Why, why, why

Process over 
Product - grade 
the process

Pressure Opportunity

AI Checkers, 
In-person, Oral, 
Version History, 
hands-on

Rationalization

Everyone is not 
actually doing it…

Capability
Local, Perusall, 
connections, 
VoiceThread, Ask 
AI


